
 
 

Preparing for the Online PATH Intl. CTRI Credential Transition Test 
 

As part of the processes to transition to or maintain the PATH Intl. CTRI credential, a 25 multiple-choice question test must be 
completed.  The open-book online test is meant to serve as a refresher/review of critical entry-level therapeutic riding instructor 
knowledge such as, but not limited to:  

1) safety awareness 
2) PATH Intl. mandatory standards 
3) precautions and contraindications 
4) lesson planning concepts 
5) task analysis 
6) measurable objectives 
7) riding theory 

Most certified instructors should find that their current knowledge and experience level allow them to successfully complete the 
test with ease. To date, 97.5% of certified instructors have passed the exam on their first attempt. Still, we know that it is helpful 
to have some direction when preparing for any test, so we offer the following tips: 

1) Read the PATH Intl. CTRI criteria. The criteria should be regarded as the primary ‘study guide’ because it defines the scope 
of knowledge, skills and abilities required for the credential.   

2) Have your PATH Intl. Standards for Certification & Accreditation handy and review all mandatory standards related to 
mounted activities. The standards supply essential information regarding safety for equines and riders, both within the 
standards and in the precautions and contraindications section. 

3) The PATH Intl. Registered Instructor Workshop Manual provides helpful reminders relevant to the expectations of the test, 
particularly regarding lesson planning, task analysis and measurable objectives. 

4) Review basic equine welfare concepts such as normal TPR, identifying lameness, evaluating if an equine is ready to 
resume work after a mild bout of colic, assessing saddle fit, etc. 

With these four simple steps and tapping into your instructional experience, you will be prepared to successfully complete the 
online test. 

https://www.pathintl.org/images/pdf/resources/certifications/path-intl-ctri-criteria.pdf


 

Interested in obtaining additional resources to help you prepare?  

• Check out the new PATH Intl. Instructor Education Guide! This handbook for novice and experienced therapeutic 
horsemanship professionals covers topics such as the equine partner, tack and equipment, participants, teaching in a 
therapeutic setting, behavior and emotional regulation, volunteers, entering the ring, considerations for instructors and 
instructor development. Also included are a glossary and tools such as those to help conduct a successful participant 
screening process, teaching methods that encompass pedagogy, behavior management strategies, tactics for participant 
performance assessment and documentation as well as supporting sample forms for lesson plans, observations and 
reflections.  

 
• The resources below were consulted during development of the questions on this test. NOTE: instructors are NOT expected 

to purchase any of these resources in order to successfully complete the test. 
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